
Todd County Extension  ·  240 Pond River Rd  ·  Elkton, KY  42220  ·  270-265-5659 

REGISTER NOW FOR 
GRAIN BIN SAFETY & 
RESCUE TRAINING 
 
We are excited to host farmers and first 
responders here on Tuesday December 9 
at 6:00 pm for this training.  Please let us 
know if you plan to attend or if you plan to 
enter the chili cook-off.  We are seeking 
sponsorships for this event!  Please call 
for details.   
 
 

Traci Johnson 
Agriculture & Natural Resources Agent 
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COVER CROPS FOR HIGH TUNNELS:  ARE YOU         
CHOOSING THE BEST ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS? 
 
First, what can cover crops do for you?  Lots.  In high tunnels, cover crops suppress weed growth, 
build organic matter in the soil, some fix nitrogen, while others scavenge nitrogen from the soil and 
release it for your next crop. 
 
Your choice of cover crop can even help decrease 
Southern root-knot nematode populations in soil 
— make sure the cover crop is listed as a Non-Host 
for nematodes.  Some, not all, mustard cover crops 
are biofumigants that help decrease disease pop-
ulations in soil.    
 
Like most everything else, cover crop choices have 
both pros and cons, so reviewing all their traits   
before making a decision is important.  Stop by or 
contact us to get more information on cover crops 
for high tunnels or fields. 
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UPCOMING AG EVENTS                                                                                                 
 

Cattle Field Day - Feeding Systems 
November 22nd, 9:30 am - 11:00 am 

Laster Farm, 2715 Blue Hole Road, Elkton 
Fenceline Feeding, Heavy Use Areas, & Hay Storage Barns 

 

West Kentucky Bred Heifer Sale 
November 22nd, 12 noon, KY-TN Livestock Market, Guthrie 

 

KY-TN CPH Advantage Sale 
December 9th, KY-TN Livestock Market, Guthrie 

 

Grain Safety/Rescue for Farmers & Emergency Responders + Chili Cook-Off 
December 9th, 6:00 pm 

Todd County Extension Office, 240 Pond River Road, Elkton 
Continuing Education Credit Available for Emergency Responders 

Call 265-5659 to Register or to Enter Chili Cook-Off 
 

West Kentucky Commercial Horticulture Conference 
December 10th, 8:30 - 3:00 pm 

Fairview Produce Auction, Pembroke, KY 
 

Master Cattleman 
Begins January 6th, 5:30 pm, Christian County Extension Office 

See ad on page 5 for details 
 

Kentucky Fruit & Vegetable Conference 
January 12-13, Sloan Convention Center, Bowling Green, KY 

Details and registration:  https://kyhortcouncil.org/ 
 

Kentucky Cattlemen’s Convention 
January 15-16, Owensboro Convention Center  

Details and registration:  https://www.kycattle.org/  

Private Pesticide Applicator Certification will be offered January through 
March.  Once scheduled, these will be published in the newsletter, and 

letters with training dates will be mailed to all applicators                            
with licenses expiring in 2025.   
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OLD OR UNWANTED PESTICIDES? 
CALL 502-573-0282 TO REQUEST ON-FARM PICKUP    
 

 

 
                                              

 

FORAGE TIMELY TIPS  
 
• Apply 30-40 lb N/A to strengthen 

cool-season grass sods. 
 

• If not already done, inventory hay 
and assess hay quality. 

 

• Using a plate meter or grazing 
stick*, estimate stockpile available 
for winter grazing.  

 

• Adjust animal numbers or purchase 
additional hay to balance forage-
feed supply to livestock needs.  

 

• Graze crop residues and cover 
crops that will not overwinter.  Be 
careful to avoid fields that contain johnsongrass following frosts or freezes. 

 

• Graze winter annuals that will not overwinter such as brassicas and oats.  
 

• Graze other winter annuals once they are 6-8 inches tall and are well anchored.  Do NOT graze 
closer than 4 inches.  

 
* WHAT IS A GRAZING STICK?    
A Grazing Stick is more than a yardstick.  It’s a useful tool to measure amount of forage in a field, and it 
can also help in deciding when to put animals on pasture or rotate them off.  University of Wisconsin 
Extension has a short guide on using a grazing stick in rotational grazing systems:   
https://cropsandsoils.extension.wisc.edu/files/2023/09/Grazing-Stick-Guide.pdf 

https://kyforagenews.wordpress.com/2025/10/31/forage-timely-tips-november-7/
https://cropsandsoils.extension.wisc.edu/files/2023/09/Grazing-Stick-Guide.pdf
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Complete county list is available online at https://agecon.mgcafe.uky.edu/econ-policy-updates 


